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Member Spotlight: Tamar Gaffin-Cahn: Reflections
Growing up in Newton 

felt like a community. 
Always things to do, always 
people to see and hang out 
with. As a teenager, I was 
very involved in USY, here 
at TE, and regionally. My 
favorite part of USY was 
the community expressing 
itself through the deep and 
meaningful friendships 
and the collective ruach 
on Shabbat. Shabbat was 
the only time we had to 

be present with one another, no homework, 
no phones, only quality time. It was incredible to be part of 200 like-minded 
teenagers singing beautiful songs that our people have been singing for hundreds 
of years. It was a powerful feeling to be part of that energy.

After I graduated college, I moved to India for one year to work at a literacy 
company. Living alone in India was really hard but also empowering. It was hard 
not to have a community, and I struggled to build one but was able to rely on 
myself more, push myself to get out of my comfort zone, allowing me to grow. 
One of my favorite parts of living in India was undoubtedly the food! The country 
is so colorful, and there’s always the hustle and bustle of even the “small” towns. 

I also had the privilege of meeting Indian Jews, visiting Jewish cemeteries, 
learning to drive a moped (and now I drive a Vespa). For my 24th birthday, 
I traveled in northern India, toured an ancient castle, and noticed they were 
filming a wedding scene for a movie. I joined the cast as an extra in a Chinese/
Bollywood film called Brothers In India and went zip lining around the castle! 
Best birthday ever! The most challenging moments were during the Jewish 
holidays when I felt homesick, but everything else was an adventure.

I traveled around India and Nepal for seven weeks and was able to climb up 
to Mt. Everest Base Camp! I had a guide, and it took us seven days to hike up 
and three days to come back down. Some days, we only hiked for 45 minutes 
because there is a daily maximum altitude one could safely trek, and some 
days we hiked for a few hours. On the hard days, I took one step forward and 
paused for two breaths because there was so little oxygen in the air. Base camp 
is physically on a glacier, so nothing there is permanent because the glacier is 
quickly melting. During peak season, you’d see the area filled with tents, but I 
arrived at the very end of the season, so there was one small tent left. It was so 
quiet you could hear the ice cracking from glaciers on neighboring mountains. 
Why didn’t I go past Base Camp, you might ask? Well, that would take months 
in Nepal, months of training, and roughly $70,000 for the experience, plus 
risking my life. Easy decision to only trek to Base Camp.

I came back to Boston and got my current job at The Possible Project, an 
afterschool program for high school students in Boston where they can build 
businesses. I am one of the educators guiding students in becoming their 
own bosses.
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TE Members Connect with TE Connects  
Since Passover 2021, fourteen groups, more than 110 members, have been 

meeting monthly on Zoom and now in person as part of the TE Connects initiative 
to visit, share ideas and engage in discussion and Jewish learning together. Each 
group’s focus is different and discussions vary greatly. The common goal is to deepen 
connections with each other, Temple Emanuel and, ultimately, Judaism.

In the fall of 2020, Mike Uram, at that time Executive Director of Hillel at UPenn,  
met with the TE Board of Directors and Trustees to discuss community building. A 
LEAD initiative called TE Connects, co-chaired by Bob Kann and Wendy Landon, 
was formed to increase connections during and after the pandemic and has gained 
increasing excitement and participation in a short time.

Each group is “launched” by a member of the clergy. Being taught by our clergy in 
a small group setting is a gift and has generated much enthusiasm for TE Connects. 
Although some groups are closed, new ones have begun forming. As we emerge 
from the pandemic, connection is even more important. 

 Marcie Abramson jumped on the opportunity to be part of this initiative, leading 
one group and co-leading another! She “loves connecting people in positive and joyful 
ways that help us celebrate our Judaism and our love for TE.” Her set group of fourteen 
is composed of Morning Minyan members and several others. The cantor joined them 
for their first gathering and led them in song. Through icebreakers they have learned 
about each other, and enjoyed topics like ‘Pythagorus, Gematria and You!’ and a 
discussion of the hit show Shtisel. Rick Bankhead said he joined to support the shul 
during the pandemic. Terry Engel added, “I loved meeting in the TE tent. It was a 
special environment in which to catch up with friends and meet some new members. 
I had the feeling of warmth just because we were together with the glow of TE after 
so many months away.” They meet monthly and look forward to continuing! 

 Marilyn Goldman and Marcie organized and co-lead a group whose goal is to 
expand their own personal connections and to bring others together. The nine 
member group is small and intimate, composed of women in their 50’s and 60’s. 
Meeting in person was the goal because most of the members were Zoomed out and 
their Jewish-themed meetings include time to socialize and connect. All agree with 
one member’s statement - “I’m glad I came; it forced me out of my comfort zone.” 

Maida Rubin took this on because she loves to learn and was used to organizing 
groups and managing Zoom. “Our small but committed group is quite diverse in 
background and outlook. We started off on Zoom, but now we are meeting in 
person and on Zoom. Meeting monthly on Monday night, topics ranged from 
‘What caused Mysticism’s popularity in the Middle Ages?,’ ‘Jewish Views on the 
Afterlife-Pt. 1,’ and ‘What were the Jewish influences on Cervantes’s Don Quixote?’ 
We have recently decided to focus by choosing one book and discussing it over the 
next six month period. Our discussions are great and we welcome new participants 
who enjoy this kind of learning.” Contact Maida at mkrubin@comcast.net for 
more information about her group. 
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Additional groups are forming, including TE Connects Hartman and TE 
Connects Talmud for those who want to continue discussion of Shabbat 
morning’s Talmud class. Sisterhood is also forming groups. 

Join more than one! For more information contact Terri Swartz Russell at 
tswartzrussell@templeemanuel.com.

    (continued on page 4)

Leading with LEAD  
When you look at the bulletin page with Members’ Milestones and Donations, 

you see many different funds listed. Some have been established for many years 
such as the Daily Minyan Fund, General Fund, and Prayer Book Fund while 
others are newer. The funds make many aspects of synagogue life possible and 
are wide-ranging by supporting music programs, Israel and camp scholarships, 
special programs in the Religions School, bereavement and more.

The Linowes Alinsky Fund for Leadership Education was established in 2017 
by Joanne Linowes Alinsky and Lee Alinsky. Known as Leadership Education 
and Development (LEAD), this unique program is specially designed for training 
the Board of Directors, officers, clergy and senior staff in governance and 
leadership skills. LEAD provides a forum for exploring and learning ways to 
strengthen the way our synagogue approaches today’s situations as well as 
framing and thinking about how to face tomorrow’s issues. 

Started in 2007 by Amy Klein and Hy Kempler, LEAD engages experts and 
authors in the fields of business, organizational behavior, Jewish learning, 
psychology, plus “think tanks” for a series of training sessions throughout each year.

Joanne and Lee have been TE members for 33 years. Joanne has served in many 
capacities including the Board of Directors, Nominating & Governance Committee, 
the Governance Task Group, the Board Orientation Committee, Audit and Budget 
Committees and now TE Connects and the Vision Committee. Leadership 
development is something Joanne cares deeply about.  
“I see LEAD as a primary reason why Temple Emanuel maintains its position in 
the forefront,” explains Joanne, current co-chair of LEAD with Michael Crystal. 
“With skill building and new thinking for those governance and leadership roles, 
LEAD is a foundation and springboard for our synagogue’s amazing strength  
and success.” 

The goal is to provide resources to enable outside specialists to join TE member 
experts to serve as professional development presenters/trainers for LEAD. It’s a 
mini-course with readings, homework and follow up applications of the learnings. 
Over the years we have all experienced the long term changes and impacts that 
resulted from LEAD sessions: the greeters who create a more welcoming 
atmosphere, the new TE Connects Initiative that brings us closer together, and 
more to come with the help of the Linowes Alinsky Fund.
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Please check our online calendar for updates
CALENDAR.TEMPLEEMANUEL.COM

Community Prayer
December (Kislev/Tevet) 5781 - 2021  
January (Tevet /Shevat) 5781 - 2022 

February (Shevat/Adar I) 5781 - 2022

Saturday, December 4 
Parshat Mikeitz 

Bat Mitzvah: Ariel Gross, daughter of Laura Page and Mark Gross
Mincha Bat Mitzvah: Olivia Peters, daughter of Jessica and John Peters

Saturday, December 11  
Parshat Vayigash

Mincha Bat Mitzvah:  
Liat Williams, daughter of Shirley and Ziv Williams

Saturday, December 18  
Musical Shabbat / Parshat Vayechi

Saturday, December 25  
Parshat Shemot 

Saturday, January 1 
Parshat Va’era 

Saturday, January 8 
Parshat Bo 

Bar Mitzvah: Benjamin Mulderry,  
son of Yvette Lowenthal-Mulderry and Peter Mulderry

Saturday, January 15 
Musical Shabbat / Shabbat Shirah / Parshat Beshallach

Saturday, January 22 
Parshat Yitro

Saturday, January 29 
Parshat Mishpatim

Saturday, February 5 
Musical Shabbat / Parshat Terumah

Saturday, February 12 
Parshat Tetzaveh

Saturday, February 19 
Parshat Ki Tisa

Saturday, February 26 
Parshat Vayakhel  / Shabbat Shekalim

DAILY SERVICES
Sundays at 8:00 am & 7:30 pm

Monday – Thursday at 7:00 am & 7:30 pm
Fridays at 7:00 am

SHABBAT SERVICES
Fridays at 6:30 pm

Saturdays at  9:30 am

FRIDAY CANDLE LIGHTING 
December 3..............................3:54 
December 10 ..........................3:54 
December 17...........................3:55 
December 24...........................3:59 
December 31...........................4:04 
January 7...................................4:08 
January 14.................................4:16 
January 21.................................4:24 
January 28.................................4:33 
February 4.................................4:41 
February 11..............................4:50 
February 18..............................4:59 
February 25..............................5:08
 

SHABBAT MINCHA TIMES

December 4..............................4:00 
December 11...........................4:00 
December 18...........................4:00 
December 25...........................4:00  
January 1...................................4:10  
January 8...................................4:15   
January 15.................................4:15   
January 22.................................4:30   
January 29.................................4:40   
February 5.................................4:40   
February 12..............................4:50   
February 19..............................5:00   
February 26..............................5:10

* Times may change, please check our website for service times.

Hanukkah Days 5 through 8 – December 1- 6
Rosh Chodesh Tevet – December 5    

Asara B’Tevet – December 14 
Rosh Chodesh Shevat –January 3

Tu B’Shevat – January 17
Rosh Chodesh Adar I – February 1 & 2   

Temple Emanuel’s Commitment to Social Justice
 The Mishnah teaches that Tikkun Olam means “to mend” or “to repair” the world.That is a tall order! 

But it is difficult to avoid seeing the brokenness in our world now that feels in urgent need of being set 
right. In light of this moment in America where we are seeing and experiencing institutional racism; 
housing discrimination in housing, jobs and education; gun violence, voting rights challenges, climate 
change and the disproportionate effect that poverty has on access to health care and mental health 
services, we feel compelled to educate ourselves, to engage and to act. As a group we are committed to 
taking an active role in encouraging our community’s engagement in the pursuit of  social justice on 
these issues and others.
Through the Social Justice Advisory Board (SJAB) Temple Emanuel has:
	 Become a Level II Sanctuary Synagogue, working with other faith communities  

to support an immigrant family
	 Signed on to the Solidarity Consortium working 

with other local institutions to support  
Black-owned businesses
	 Taken an active role in Tzedek Reflection, a 

consortium of over 25 synagogues seeking to 
educate and act as a community on matters such as 
food insecurity, immigration and voting rights
	 Helped form a Committee against Gun Violence
	 Worked with JALSA to organize our community to 

send postcards to encourage voter turnout  
in the 2020 election
Want to be involved? Contact us and join us on 

Wed., Dec. 8 at 8 pm for a Zoom panel discussion 
with Ruth Zakarin, Executive Director of the 
MA Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence; Sen. Cynthia Creem, State senator and TE member; and 
Stephanie Hartung, Professor of Law, Northeastern University when they address issues of Criminal 
Justice and Racial Profiling and pose the question “How can we be effective allies for change?”

Contact Elissa at elissafenster@gmail.com or Jim Cohen at jcohen@lca-llp.com for more information 
on SJAB and Zoom link for the program.

Stars of David
  The Stars of David, a group for adults with special needs, has been meeting at Temple Emanuel since 

1984. Initiated by Mimi Rosenblatt, Rabbi Chiel z”l and Alan Edelstein z”l,  this ongoing group meets 
monthly on Sunday afternoons for lunch, special programs and friendship.

The most recent coordinator, TE member Jamie Stolper, took on the role as her rabbinical internship. 
Recently ordained as a Rabbi, Jamie noted that “her personal and professional experience living and 
working with children of all abilities taught her that everyone is the same-looking for friendship, respect 
and opportunities  to learn and have fun. It is the same with adults. The Stars made my day every 
month. I even included a check-in on the secular and Hebrew calendar dates and the phase of the 
moon. Many of the Stars remembered to look up at the moon the night before a program and report at 
our meeting! Sometimes the Stars joined ongoing TE programs with the Religious School, Sisterhood 
and even the congregation’s Challah Bake. A demonstration of various musical instruments by TE 
members Hal Katzman and David Stolper and watching videos of the Me2/Orchestra encouraged some 
Stars to attend the orchestra’s performance. March 2020 was our last in person meeting but we 
continued on with some Zoom programs.” With her internship over and ordination, Jamie is on to new 
projects but hopes to visit the Stars occasionally. 

The new coordinator, Debbie Sussman, has deep connections to Temple Emanuel. She had her Bat 
Mitzvah and her wedding here. With three married children and seven grandchildren who live in the 
area, volunteering at the Newton Centre Pantry and One Can Help and as a reviewer for the foster care 
system, she is quite busy but happy to take on this new role. Debbie, for many years was a physical 
therapist who dealt with patients with special needs but she is probably  best known as the director of 
Camp Yavneh in Northwood, NH for 26 years. 

She found her way to her new role through her husband, Joel, a frequent Morning Minyan attendee. 
When Don Freedman, a longtime volunteer with the Stars, asked Joel if he knew of anyone who could 
fill the role of coordinator for the Stars, he said he just might. With Debbie’s varied background, she is 
the perfect person to bring interesting and engaging programs to the Stars.

Thank you always to Mimi Rosenblatt for her vision and generosity and the tireless efforts of 
volunteers led by the Dropkins and Freedmans.

Meetings begin in person on December 5 and continue on 1/9, 2/6, 3/6, 4/3, 5/1 and 6/5. Old and new 
members are welcome as are volunteers! 

Email Debbie at templestarsofdavid@gmail.com for information about joining or volunteering.
 

The Social Action Committee will conduct the 
Annual Coat and Warm Clothing Drive to benefit 

the individuals who attend the Soup Kitchen  
and Food Pantry at the  

Massachusetts Avenue Baptist Church.  
TE collects new and gently-used winter coats, hats, 

scarves, gloves, and warm clothing for men, women, 
and children as well as blankets and  
new socks and small toiletry items. 

         Watch for details on the TE website. 

      Annual Coat Drive TO BENEFIT MASS AVE BAPTIST CHURCH  
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CONDOLENCES TO:

Michelle Barmazel on the death of her beloved father, 
Melvin Barmazel
Debra Smookler and Lindsey Sandell on the death of 
their beloved mother and grandmother, Mildred Barron
Joan Beer on the death of her beloved husband,  
Dino Beer
Rachel Blankstein on the death of her beloved father, 
Kenneth Begelman
Ruth Nemzoff on the death of her beloved husband,  
Dr. Harris Berman
Sandra Goldberg on the death of her beloved father, 
Nessim Btesh
Libby Finkelstein on the death of her beloved husband, 
Herbert Finkelstein 
Dan Fleischer on the death of his beloved mother,  
Lois Fleischer
Celia Gordon on the death of her beloved son,  
Stuart Gordon
Howard Greene on the death of his beloved mother, 
Natalie Greene
Marc Gundersheim on the death of his beloved father, 
Dr. Julius Gundersheim
Judy Levenfeld on the death of her beloved father, 
Milton A. Levenfeld
Leslie Kaplan on the death of her beloved mother, 
Florence Mann
David Martin on the death of his beloved mother,  
Chloe Annabella Martin
Daniel Nesson and Emma Nesson on the death of  
their beloved mother-in-law and grandmother,  
Bea Carp
Jordan Rich on the death of his beloved mother, 
Bernice P. Rich
Joanne Cudkowicz on the loss of her beloved father, 
Benjamin Richman
Annika Sachs on the death of her beloved husband, 
Milton Sachs
Lester Shoap and MaryAnn McDonough on the death 
of their beloved son, Daniel Shoap
Steve Shulman on the death of his beloved mother, 
Cynthia Shulman
Renee Glazier on the death of her beloved sister, 
Cynthia Shulman
Dorothy Sternburg on the death of her beloved husband, 
Frederic Sternburg
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Members’ Milestones and Donations
MEMBERS’ 
MILESTONES
MARRIAGE
Carol Schauer announces the 
marriage of her son, Sam, to 
Michelle Albert

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES
55 Years
Ruth Ann and Ed Feinberg

50 Years
Barbara and Selig Adler
Carol and Steven Henry
Silvia and Enrique Testa

45 Years
Brenda and Richard Kerbel
Suellen and Andre Perold

35 Years
Belinda and Barry Kussman

30 Years
Rita Aisner and Greg Corrado
Lesley and Phillip Silberstein
20 Years
Marcie Abramson and  
  Jeffrey Hunt
Jamie Weisman Strangio and  
  Mark Strangio
Anne Bellows and Nate Zielonka
15 Years 
Rachel and Ron Blankstein
Deborah and Daniel Palestrant
10 Years
Amy Zwanziger and  
  Andrew Hoffman

Rodkin; Marcie Abramson 
and Jeffrey Hunt in memory 
of Albert and Sylvia Hunt; 
Joel Katz in honor of Rick 
Bankhead; Ann Kostant; 
Sarah Safran Lesser and 
Steven Lesser; Harvey Levy; 
Lisa Litant in memory of 
Leslie Litant; Lisa Rosenfeld 
and Alan Lobovits; Valerie 
and Arnie Lowenstein in 
memory of Cynthia Levinson, 
Florence Kamenetzky Axelrod, 
Harriet Ungar, and Roberta 
Cole; Joan Mael; Harriet and 
Cyril Mazansky in memory of 
Frans Benedick; Stacy Morris, 
Gail and Jay Pearlstein 
in memory of Peyton M. 
Alexander; Raylea and 
Bernard Pemstein in memory 
of Ed Alexander;  Barbara 
Poplack; Richard Reisman in 
memory of Jane W. Reisman; 
Beth Reisman in memory of 
Kenneth Reisman; Richard 
Reisman in memory of Lillian 
Barron Reisman; Kathy and 
Mark Rogozinski; Carol and 
Zick Rubin in memory of Dr. 
David Link; Terry Engel Rubin 
and Gary Rubin in memory 
of Dr. Dino Beer; Molly-Jane 
Rubinger in honor of Rick 
Thau; Eleanor Samuels in 
honor of the birth of Elinore 
Basya Gold; Jinny Sagorin 
and Jeremy Schmahmann 
in memory of Dr. Dino Beer; 
Janet Shapero in honor of 
Bunny Shapero’s birthday; 
Candace Weissman and 
Jason Strauss in memory of 
Dr. Abraham and Elaine Grant; 
Judy and Allan Szathmary 
in memory of Florence 
Kamenetzky Axelrod; Marilyn 
Tushman; Susan and Ira 
Vishner in memory of Everett 
Gruber; Craig Sorensen and 
Michael White in memory of 
Fannie White, Judi White, Rose 
Sohn; Aaron Zuckerberg

Drucker Book Fund
Julie and Daniel Landesman 
in memory of Norman 
Landesman

General Religious 
School Gift Fund

In memory of Harriet Ungar
Sheryl and Steven Dropkin, 
Varda and Neal Farber, 
Esther and Alan Greif, Diane 
Grossman, Caren and Dan 
Kimball and family, Marcia 
and Alan Leifer and family, 
Judy and Allan Szathmary, 
Susan and Ira Vishner
 
Arlene Feinberg in memory 
of Milton Sachs; Michael 
Lakirovich 
Paul and Miriam Gilman 
Religious School 
Scholarship Fund
Sarah, Simy, Jordan and 
Micah Solomon in memory 
of Harriet Ungar
Carole And Barrie Grieff 
Education Fund  
Mady and Bruce Donoff in 
memory of Harriet Ungar
Israel and Camp 
Scholarship Fund
Patricia Bresky in memory 
of Jacob Arvey; Marilyn 
Breslau in honor of Sharlene 
and Richard Finkel, Annette 
Needle and Peter Meyersohn, 
and Diane and Ted Korelitz; 
Jean Dahlben in memory of 
Rachael Dahlben; Howard 
and Michele Greene in 
memory of Shirley Mallinger; 
Vicki and Marshall Isman in 
memory of Natalie Greene 

Rhoda Kaplan Memorial 
Music Fund
Ronald Burman in memory 
of Eleanor Burman; Nancy 
Rabinowitz in memory of 
George Rabinowitz

Levenson Music Fund
Ronald Burman in memory of 
Eleanor Burman

Lifson Library Fund
Esther and Alan Greif in 
memory of Cynthia Levinson; 
Diane and Ted Korelitz in 
memory of Ruth Blumsack; 
Gail and Bill Levine in honor 
of Diane and Ted Korelitz’s 
special anniversary

Merle Orren Scholars 
Transformation 
Program Fund
Effie and Gary Orren in 
memory of Harry Penn,  
Rita Richman, Bobbie Cole,  
Dr. David Link

Harold and Nancy 
Parritz Israel Action 
Fund
Esther and Alan Greif in 
memory of Rita Richman; 
Marcia and Alan Leifer and 
family in memory of Barbara 
Levitz; Pamela and Peter 
Weil in memory of Eleanor 
G. Sacks
Jack Permut 9th/10th 
Grade Israel Trip Fund
Susan Permut; Laurie and 
Bob Gervis in memory of 
Dorothy Isman

Ritual Director’s Fund
Carole and Henry Berman 
in memory of Eliot Shoolman 
and Herbert Berman; Janis 
Fox and Richard Corn in 
memory of Florence Fox
 and Gerald S. Fox; Arlene 
Fleischmann in memory 
of Robert R. Suchman; Bob 
Greenberg in honor of Dan 
Nesson; Bob Greenberg; 
Harvey Levy in memory of 
Ruth Levy; Miriam Rosenblatt 
in memory of Eva Hannah 
Brautman; Nancy Rosengard 
in memory of Harry Rosengard
and Ida Rosengard; Penny 
Scharfman in memory of 
Arnold Scharfman; Ruth and 
Ron Silberstein in memory of 
Alma Augenblick; Lita Thau; 
Stephen Thompson

Robert Provizer 
Scholarship Fund
Charlotte Resnick in memory 
of Robert Provizer
Rosenblatt Stars of 
David Fund
Sheryl and Steven Dropkin 
in memory of Sidney Krafchick; 
Suzanne and Paul McNulty 
in memory of Danny Shoap; 
Miriam Rosenblatt in honor 
of Burton Fine; Ruth and Jon 
Tepper in honor of Rabbi 
Jamie Stolper
Syrille Rosman Art Fund
Linda Glazer in memory of 
Leah Glazer; Carole and Barrie 
Greiff in honor of Syrille and 
Paul Rosman’s anniversary; 
Eleanor and Burt Jaffee;  
Candace Weissman and 
Jason Strauss in memory of 
Donna Grant  
David Sherter 
Memorial Fund
Eric Greene in honor of Mel 
Norris’s special birthday; 
Arlene London in memory 
of Barbara Levitz and David 
Sherter 

Silver Garden Fund
Gail and Bill Levine in 
memory of Cynthia Shulman
Zelda and Phillip Smith 
Jewish Life Cycle Fund  
Debbie and Peter Seresky in 
memory of Nessim Btesh
Temple Emanuel  
Forest Fund
Judi Bornstein in honor of 
Rabbi Michelle Robinson; 
Merle Hass and Sylvain 
Korzennik in memory of 
Harriet Ungar 

Temple Emanuel 
General Fund
Myril Adler in memory of 
Florence Kamenetzky Axelrod; 
Myril Adler in honor of Shirley 
Grossman and in memory 
of Saul Backman; Irving 
Backman in memory of Saul 
Backman; Lois Berman in 
honor of Roberta Landau’s 
birthday; Leslie and Paul  
Blachman; Robin and Charles 
Blatt in memory of Rita 
Richman; Barbara Goldman 
and Steven Bloom in memory 
of Dr. Dino Beer; Benjamin 
Blum; Jane and Howard 
Breslau in honor of Jessica 
and David Aronoff’s special 
anniversary; Rita Aisner and 
Greg Corrado in memory 
of Vernon Aisner; Siobhan 
Creem in memory of Dr. Joe 
Karlin; Judy and Mark Crystal; 
Mady and Bruce Donoff in 
memory of Cynthia Levinson 
and in honor of Bunny 
Shapero’s birthday, Colby 
Alexander, and Mel Norris’s 
special birthday; Varda and 
Neal Farber in memory of 
Cynthia Levinson and Cynthia 
Shulman; Margaret Farkas in 
memory of Cynthia Levinson; 
Claire and George Farkas 
in memory of Elizabeth and 
Zoltan Farkas, Enoch Rauch, 
Florence Kamenetzky Axelrod, 
Samuel Honig, Tatiana Honig; 
Sharlene and Richard Finkel 
in memory of Dr. David Link 
and Dr. Dino Beer; Brenda 
and Harvey Freishtat in 
memory of Arnold Kahn, 
Cynthia Levinson, Dr. David 
Link, Nathan Milikowsky, Rita 
Richman, and Roberta Cole; 
Mark Furman in memory of 
Natalie Greene; Debbie and 
Norm Ginsberg in memory 
of June Hurwitz; Martin 
Goldman in memory of Dr. Joe 
Karlin; Michele and Howard 
Greene in honor of the 
marriage of Michael Ackerstein 
and Samantha Teltser; Esther 
and Alan Greif in memory of 
Dr. David Link; Roberta Gross-
Torres in memory of Jerome 
Gross and Marjorie Gross; Ann 
and Scott Hadley in memory 
of Dr. Joe Karlin; Stephen Kaye 
in memory of Bernard Kaye; 
Annie King; Barbara Kriensky 
in memory of Dorothy Jaffee 
and Sidney Kriensky; Patricia 
McSheffrey and Jeffrey 
Lehman in memory of 
Florence Kamenetzky Axelrod; 
Robin and Anthony Lehv in 
memory of Alfred Stein; Elaine 
Levine in memory of Jack 
and Rose Levine; Sandi and 
Ron Levy in honor of Fran 
and Gary Feldman; Jill and 
Peter Matusow in honor of 
Debbie and David Yoburn’s 
granddaughters and Rabbi 
Aliza Berger; Gail Maurer 
in honor of Sigalit Davis;  
Donna Michelson in honor of 
Elinore Basya Gold, Ellie Drew 
Schauer, and the engagement 
of Marilyn Goldman and Rick 
Hilman; Ellen and David 

Moskowitz in memory of  
Dr. Dino Beer; Marilyn Orleck 
in memory of Irwin Orleck; 
Sylvia Polakov in memory of 
Barbara Morrison; The Rashi 
School in honor of Naomi 
Mostoslavsky’s Bat Mitzvah; 
Miriam Rosenblatt in honor 
of Afghan refugees; Debbie 
and Alan Rottenberg in 
memory of Cynthia Levinson, 
Harriet Ungar, and Roberta 
Cole; Lois Rubel in memory 
of Lillian Freedman; Nancy 
and Robert Rubin in memory 
of Theodore Rubin; Maida 
Rubin in honor of Eric and 
Goldie Unger’s anniversary; 
Kenneth Rubin in honor 
of Jack and Renee Rubin’s 
anniversary; Amy and Lewis 
Sassoon in honor of Afghan 
refugees; Carol Schauer in 
honor of Larry Bacow and 
Leslie Bornstein Stacks; Susan 
and Alan Schlesinger in 
memory of Howard Goldstein; 
Josie and Lew Schneider 
in memory of Flora Belle 
Schneider, Leonard Kaplan, 
Samuel Schneider, and Sara 
Luise Stiefel; Pamela and 
James Schwartz in memory 
of Cynthia Shulman; Jan 
and Steven Schwartz in 
memory of Daniel Shoap; 
Joanna and Joseph Swartz 
in honor of Joseph Goldman’s 
special birthday, Louise 
Citron’s special birthday, 
and Rick Thau; Leslie 
and Howard Shapiro in 
memory of Irving Hochberg; 
Liza Schneiderman and 
Gary Shub, Ruth and Ron 
Silberstein in memory of 
Rose Silberstein; Arline 
Brightman and David 
Silverman in memory of 
Natalie Greene; Sheri and 
Jeffrey Stern; Judith and 
David Taub in memory 
of Helen Fein Schrieber; 
Mina and Harry Tillinger 
in honor of Mel Norris’s 
special birthday; Susan 
and Ira Vishner in memory 
of Florence Kamenetzky 
Axelrod; Debbie and Neal 
Shalom in honor of Rich Thau; 
Pamela and Mark Weinfeld 
in memory of Barry David 
Andelman, Daniel Shoap, Dr. 
Dino Beer, Melvin Barmazel, 
and Nita Thoele Thiessen; 
Miriam and Howard Weiner; 
Phyllis and Richard Wilker in 
memory of Jeannette Bloom; 
Dan Ramonow and Andrew 
Zelermyer in memory of Julia 
and Benjamin Zelemyer
Temple Emanuel 
Memorial Park Fund  
David Neveleff; Susan Stern 
in memory of Harlan M. Simon

Temple Emanuel Prayer 
Book Fund
Sally Braunstein in memory 
of Millie Barron and Ralph 
Cohn; Nancy Freeman 
in memory of Stephen P. 
Freeman; Alix Ginsburg and 
Alan Shuchat in memory of 
Molly Shuchat; Jo and Paul 
Weiner in memory of Meyer 
and Bea Bree

Jordan Bennett Weiss 
Youth Collection
Laurie and Bob Gervis in 
memory of Dorothy Isman

Youth Department  
Gift Fund
Lisa and Matthew Hills in 
honor of Ellie Drew Schauer 
and the marriage of Sam 
Schauer and Michelle Albert

Daniels in memory of Mac 
Daniels; Roslyn Heafitz in 
memory of Dr. Dino Beer; 
Andrew Jacobs in memory 
of Paul Jacobs; Ninelle and 
Gutman Keyser in memory of 
Yakov Rozenblum; Sandy and 
Allan Ropper in memory of 
Igo and Nelly Ropper; Sue and 
Joel Sherman in memory of 
Rita Richman; Glenda Speyer 
in memory of Benjamin 
Cohen; Candace Weissman 
and Jason Strauss in memory 
of Isadore “Sonny” Aaron 
and Rita Richman; Silvia and 
Enrique Testa in memory of 
Isidoro and Mery Yurcovich

Cantor’s Music Fund
Jacqueline Anapolle in 
honor of Pauline Young’s 
birthday; Judy and Jack 
Elder in memory of Alma 
Elder; Terri Loewenthal 
and Michael Fisher in 
memory of Adam D. Fisher; 
Joel and Ann Friedman 
in honor of Murray Smith; 
Haila Darcy Harris in honor 
of the marriage of Michael 
Ackerstein and Samantha 
Teltser; Barbara and Steve 
Grossman; Marlene and 
Jerry Katz in honor of 
Dr. Moise Shems’s special 
birthday; Margaret Ross Link 
in memory of Ira Franklin Ross; 
Tamara Kremer Mecabell 
and Francisco Quintana in 
honor of Tomi’s Bar Mitzvah; 
Ellen Rosenberg in honor 
of the marriage of Michael 
Ackerstein and Samantha 
Teltser; Miriam Rosenblatt, 
Amy and Lewis Sassoon, 
Leslie and Bob Stacks in 
memory of Harriet Ungar and 
Rita Richman; Nancy and 
Morris Steinbock in memory 
of Dr. Joseph Steinbock; Paul 
Summergrad in memory 
of Leo Summergrad and in 
honor of Cantor Rosemberg; 
Stephen Thompson; Laurie 
and Jon Ufland in memory of 
Robert Teifeld

Rabbi Samuel Chiel 
Kallah Fund  
Vicki and Marshall Isman in 
memory of Cynthia Levinson

Cohen Chamber Music 
and Scholarship Fund
Saul and Naomi Cohen
Daily Minyan Fund
Phyllis Abend in memory 
of Leo Weiss and William 
Abend; Beverly Andreozzi 
in memory of Dr. Dino Beer; 
Cheryl and Jason Berman 
in memory of Lewis H. 
Weinstein; Aliza Hochman 
Bloom and Chaim Bloom; 
Susan and Peter Bronk; 
Barbara and Robert Brown 
in memory of Dr. Dino Beer; 
Sigalit Davis; Roberta Fox 
and Daniel Dern in memory 
of Adele Fox; Judi Ehrlich in 
memory of Rahlyn Mann and 
in appreciation of the Minyan; 
Nina and Nathan Eigerman; 
Ellen and Jeff Foust in 
honor of Rabbi Foust’s Bar 
Mitzvah anniversary; Elyse 
and Sanford Friedman in 
memory of Jacob Marinsky; 
Rita and Herb Gann in 
memory of Bernice Feldberg, 
Edward Kelrikh, Harriet 
Ungar, The Kaplan, Yanes, 
Gann and Perkins Family, 
and in memory of Rachel 
Yanes; Phyllis and Jerome 
Gordon; Robert Greenberg; 
Howard Gutherman in 
memory of Cyrille Mass and 
Debbie Guthermann; Haila 
Darcy Harris in memory 
of Belle Michael Birnbaum 

DONATIONS
Temple Emanuel gratefully 
acknowledges the generous 
donations to our synagogue 
funds. To learn more about 
the variety of funds and 
ways of supporting the 
synagogue’s ongoing efforts, 
please call the office 
@ (617) 558-8100.

Abraham and Rose 
Freedman Education 
Fund
Barbara Freedman Wand 
and Mitchell Wand in 
memory of Dr. Dino Beer, Dr. 
David Link, and Harriet Ungar 

Adult Education Fund
Judy and Jack Elder in 
memory of Cynthia Levinson; 
Esther and Alan Greif in 
memory of Harry Penn; Reisha 
and Robert Kennison  in 
honor of Joseph Goldman’s 
special birthday; Maida 
Rubin in memory of Cynthia 
Levinson; Shirley Saunders in 
memory of Cynthia Shulman; 
Beverly Weinfeld in memory 
of Cynthia Levinson and Dr. 
David Link

The Algranti-Cohen 
Sephardic Jewry Fund
Deborah and David Yoburn 
in memory of Helen Citren, 
Baba Crocker, and Michael 
Yoburn

Barouh and Channah 
Berkovits Daily Minyan 
Fund
Phyllis Abend in memory of 
Milton Abend, Leo Weiss; 
Carol and David Greenfield 
in memory of Sylvia Cohen
Bereavement Support 
Fund
Joyce Plotkin and Ben Aspel 
in memory of Milton Sachs; 
Alison and Barry Braunstein 
in memory of Joseph 
Braunstein; Dr. Gilbert 

 

Our Congregation has sustained  
the loss of our members

MILDRED BARRON
DR. DINO BEER

DR. HARRIS BERMAN
BEA CARP

HERBERT FINKELSTEIN
ROSAMOND GRANT

NATALIE GREENE
JUDITH MIR

MILTON SACHS
MARK SHOOMAN

CYNTHIA SHULMAN
FREDERIC “FRED” STERNBURG

May their memory  
always be for a blessing.

A fun art project!

An edible sukkah-yum!

Ice cream in Newton Centre with 
Sisterhood

Scotch in the sukkah 
with Brotherhood



WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Monday, November 29 - Monday, December 6 .   .   Hanukkah
Tuesday, December 14 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Fast of Tevet
Saturday, January 1  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   New Year’s Day
Monday, January 17 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Tu B’Shevat/MLK Day
Thursday, January 27 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     International Holocaust  Remembrance Day

Monday, February 21  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Presidents’ Day 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Shabbat dinners, Hanukkah parties, Family Mitzvah Project Day,  
movies, snow tubing, Super Bowl party are all back!

            Covid precautions strictly observed.  

 Contact Cayla at Cberkowitz@templeemanuel.com  
      for information and details!

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
Please email Tracy at Tracys120@yahoo.com for details, RSVPs, and Zoom links. 

ALL ACTIVITIES MEET ON ZOOM

L’Chaim  	 Tuesdays 1:00-2:00 pm on 

Total Body Workout 	 Wednesdays 1:00-2:00 pm 

Zumba with Ketty 	 Thursdays 1:00-2:00 pm

Artful Afternoons on Zoom 	 Thursdays 2:00-3:00 pm

Memory Café	 Thursdays 1:00-2:00 pm  
Meetings may be in person - please check with Tracy.

Caregiver Support Group 	 Fridays 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Adult Child Support Group 	 Tuesdays 6:15-7:30 pm 
	 Meets monthly: Dec 7, Jan 11, Feb 8

מהשערים

מהשערים

מהשערים

מהשערים

T E M P L E  E M A N U E L

From the Gates

Tamar Gaffin-Cahn (continued from Page 1)
I have many roles here at Temple Emanuel. For the past three years, I’ve been a 

Rosh Hodesh leader, I also attend USY events, and am currently teaching some of the 
8th grade Hebrew School classes with Rabbi Robinson! I’ve also supported the 6th 
graders and their families while they learn about and decide on their Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Project. I care deeply about the growth, development, and leadership that young 
people are capable of. I am also on the Social Justice Committee. It’s fulfilling to bring 
Jewish and justice values together to support our greater Boston community.

My favorite part of being a Rosh Hodesh leader is hanging out with young people 
and being in their presence as they learn, grow, and develop into unique, strong, 
brilliant, kind, and beautiful young adults. Over the past few years, it’s changed a lot, 
primarily because of COVID, which has changed how we meet, what we talk about, 
and what they need out of the Rosh Hodesh program. Being a Rosh Hodesh leader has 
confirmed my understanding that you must always meet people where they are and 
allow students agency in their programs. Does the teenager need to vent or support 
a friend by sharing their wisdom? Do they need time to build something with their 
hands or reflect on their own experiences? Do they need someone who will sit and 
listen or give them advice? I see my role as to facilitate and support, but these young 
women already have the wisdom and skills to help each other. They’re pretty great. 

 

Loving the Stranger 
by Rav Hazan Aliza Berger

The stranger that lives in your midst shall be like a citizen of your people, and you shall love them as you 
love yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

- Leviticus 19:34  
After generations of oppression and struggle, after generations during which we 

had to flee our homes and reside in a strange land in order to survive, the Torah is 
determined to harvest our own experiences for good. The Torah tells us no fewer than 
36 times to support and care for the strangers in our midst, because we were once 
strangers in a strange land. The Torah is clear—it’s not enough to just provide for the 
physical needs of strangers amongst us. We must love them. We must love them the 
way we love the people we’ve known all our lives.

We take this mitzvah very seriously at Temple Emanuel. Whenever the opportunity 
arises to support someone in our midst, someone who has had to flee their home 
for safety, we welcome them with open arms. We have loved and supported a Syrian 
family, a refugee from Uganda, a refugee from Rwanda, and now we are organizing to 
support a family from Afghanistan.

Already 170 of our members have volunteered to help. Fifty have volunteered to 
help this family to acclimate to Boston, 20 have volunteered to help this family access 
medical and mental health care, 30 have volunteered to help teach English, 24 have 
volunteered to help the family find jobs and build their resumes, 39 have volunteered 
to help kids with homework, 3 have volunteered to open their homes, and countless 
others have volunteered to help in other ways.

We don’t know anything about the family that will join us. We don’t know how 
many people there will be, we don’t know how old they will be or whether they will 
speak English, we don’t know what work they’ve done or what language(s) they 
speak, and we won’t know until they arrive. But what we do know is that we at Temple 
Emanuel are ready to love them, ready to support them and guide them, and ready to 
celebrate with them as they encounter the blessings and possibility of a life here in the 
Boston area.

Welcoming and supporting Afghan refugees gives us the opportunity to channel 
our generational trauma into healing and to create a more caring world—the kind of 
world we all dream of.

םכֶיהֵ;אֱ הוָהיְ ,ינִאֲ :םיִרָצְמִ ץרֶאֶבְּ ,םתֶייִהֱ םירִגֵ   - יכִּ -- Oוֹמכָּ וֹל תָּבְהַאָוְ ,םכֶתְּאִ רגָּהַ רגֵּהַ םכֶלָ היֶהְיִ םכֶּמִ חרָזְאֶכְּ   

Come with us to Israel for  
Hartman’s Community Leadership Retreat  

June 22-29, 2022

HARTMAN HAPPENINGS 
Monthly Hartman Scholars

Upcoming:    Sunday, December 12 at 10:00 am with Gordon Tucker
                        Sunday, January 9 at 10:00 am with Lila Kagedan 

Recordings of October’s session with Mishael  Zion and November’s session with Micah 
Goodman can be found on the Hartman Learning Initiative page of the TE website.

Join Rabbi Gardenswartz and TE members at the Hartman Institute’s Study Retreat in Israel. 
Contact Chairs Amy Klein and Brian Lefsky at abklein@abkbl.com for more information.

Hartman@Home – Look for our weekly Hartman@Home emails on Fridays midday for 
updates on Hartman programming and ideas that matter each week.
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